                           The history of British Theatre
          Great changes took place in social life of England during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. It was the time of the English Renaissance, and sometimes it is called the age of Shakespeare. First playhouse, named Theatre appeared at that time. It was erected by Burbage, the English actor. Until then troupes of professional players toured the country and staged their plays for the wealthy nobles. 
         But this theatre was pulled down and the actors including Shakespeare helped the architect to design the new playhouse which was called the Globe.  It was a many-corned building, circular in form inside and without a roof as performances could only be held in day light. It had three balconies around the walls with the protruding stage.  Flags were hoisted to show that the play would be held and the flags were pulled down if the performance was cancelled. Women seldom went to see performances but when they did, they wore masks or came in man’s clothing. The playhouse was open 5 days a week. There were such kinds of amusement as bear – baiting and cock-fighting, a chance to make good business for the Queen.
          The stage did not resemble the present day one at all. There were no curtains to open, or close the play, all acting was performed by men, the roles of women were done by boy actors.
         The Globe playhouse is a part of the history of the English theatre. The playhouse itself was destroyed during the Great Fire in 1666 and in its place stands a brewery but the district of Maiden Lane is still the heart of the theatrical life in London.
